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F TO THE 
OF THE 


|: Deceaſed, 


HEN David firſt re- 
| ceived the Melancholy 
Lydings of his Son Ab- 


ſolom's Death; he burſt out into 

i Words that moſt aptly Repreſent, and 

' {| Speak your Concern : O my Son Ab- 
OB mn, 

Jalom! my Son, my Son Ab/aldh : 

T 2 would 


The Dedication. 


would God I had died for thee, O 
Abſalom my Son, my Son “. 


BUT YOU, Sir ! have not the 
ſame Reaſon for your Bitterneſs and 
Paſſion, which that Good Man had; 
His Son died in Wickedneſs, and 
aFual Rebellion, againſt a Father, 
a King, andthe Great God; on the 
contrary, the End of your Son was 
Peace. 


I CANNOT but think it a very | 7 


Unſeaſonable Complement, to tell 
you how great a fhare I bear in your 
Afiiction ; or to talk of Condoling 
your Loſs, when your Grief rather 
calls for Allays than Encourage- 
ments. And I am too much © a 
your looking upon the foregoing Leaf 


* Sam- ii. 18. ult. | | 
has 


The Dedication. 
has proved a freſh Stab, to ſay any 
thing here that might Widen, or 
Rake # the Wound. 


WHEREWITH then ſhall I ſeek 
to Comfort you © Shall I put you in 
Mind of that Saying of Anaxagoras, 
when told of the Death of his Son. Scio 
me genuiſſe Mortalem ? Or tell you 
there is no reſiſting a Fatal Neceſ- 
fity © 


1 UCH Language might become a 


Heathen ; and might be well receiv d 


by one that knew no better: but this 
is a poor Argument to Engage the 
Submiſſion and Reſignation of a 
Chriſtian, compared with the Nobler 


ones that our Religion furniſhes us 
with. 


WE are taught humbly to bow to 


the Sov'raignty and Dominion of 


A 3 the 


The Dedication. 
the Great God; as one that does all 
things according to the direction of In- 
finite Wiſdom, and for the moſt 
Gracious Ends *: and in this Re- 
fpect tho he lay our Relations dead 
at our Feet ; or remove them far away 
out of our Sight; tho be ſhould ſtrip 
us of all our Worldly Enjoyments, 


yea, tho) he ſhould Slay us, yet we 


ought to Truſt in him +. 


THE Conſideration of our Cove- 
nant Dedication 4 our ſelves, and 
all that we have to God, in and thro 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ſhould ſurely 
Silence all our Complaints; an 

overcome all our Uneaſineſſes, un- 
der the greateſt Loſſes. It becomes us 
with the Pſalmiſt to be Dumb, and 
not open our Mouths ; becauſe 


— * 
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1 Nom. viii. 28, 4 Job xiii. 15, 
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God does it *: Or with Him we 
pretend to be the Followers of, when 
we have the bittereſt Cup put into ogr 


Hands to ſay, Father not my Will, 


but thine be done +. 


If a Friend ſhould make you an 
offer of ſomething very valuable; 
and upon your accepting it, ſhoula he- 
gin to vex and grieve for his Loſs, 
you would preſently conclude he did not 
Deſign what he ſaid ; I hope you 
will not behave your ſelves under the 
preſent Providence, as thoſe that 
have gone to a Sacramental Table 
all their days, only to Complement 
God with the repeated Proffer of that 
which you never meant to give up to 
him : but now you are called with A- 
braham ; that wonderful Believer ! 


— 


* Plal. xxxix, 9. + Luke xxii. 42. 
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to offer up your Son, (yet not your 
only Son) it is your Duty to be obedi- 
ent to the Heavenly Call. And a 
Hearty Suomiſhon to the Appoint- 
ment of the Great Lord; a Reſign- 
ing of that Willingly ; which other- 
wile is gone of Neceſſity ; is the way 
to turn a Loſs into an acceptable Sa- 
crifize. Take the Patient Man for 
an Example in this Caſe ; and ſay as 
he did when he had ten Children 
killed at once by a Whilwind ; The 

Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord *. Thus we ſhould 

bleſs a Taking as well as a Giving 
God. | 


MOREOVER we have in the 
Goſpel the cleareſt account of a Fu- 


— th. — —— — * 
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r ture State ; and profeſs to believe that 
- we ſhall meet our Relations again in 
; another World; That their Bodies 
which are now in Duſt and Darkneſs, 
Hall be raiſed up to Eternal Life *; 
and that we ſhall be with them, and 
| with God for ever. Now then how 
ill does it become us to Mourn as thoſe 

that are without hope? 


4 T HA T your Son is in a happy 
» 4 State the following Sermon and Ac- 
count, may fully ſatisfy You ; and 
All that think them worth the Read. 

ng. 
I COULD have wihed this 


Work had fallen into better Hands 
but fince it was the Dying Party's 
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Deſire that I ſhould be the Perſon en- 

truſted with the management of it ; 
and your Requeſt that theſe things 
might be communicated to the 
World - 1 hall make no other Apo- 
logy, either for my Preaching, or 
Printing on this occaſion. 


THE Account of the Conver- 
fion and Early Piety of your De- 
ceaſed Son, is what I have carefully 
taken out of his own Writings ; the 
Subſtance of which, you have in the 
Papers before ſent you ; but the Copy 
I haze moſt had my Eye upon, is what 
be drew up of his own Accord, for 
the Peruſal of the Miniſter that Bap- 
tized him, | 


I HAVE for th# moſt part tran- 
ſc ibed his own Words; and where 
I have male choice of other Expreſſi- 
ons, tis not becauſe I would ſay ſome- 


thing 


25 
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thing which He has not ſaid ; but 


that I may ſpeak his Senſe and In- 
tention more intelligibly, and fully. 
Endeavouring to render theſe things 
as uſeful, as might be to others, whilſt 
J am faithfully relating what was juſt, 


and ſtrictly due to Him. 


IFany one ſhould ſay they ſee no- 
thing in his Caſe, but what is Ordi- 
nary and Common ; yet, granting 
this, we bave a new Atteſtation and 
Subſcription to Common Truths. 
And, at leaſt, there is thus much 
gain'd by this Publication, as ta 
have one Name more added to the 
number of Witneſſes for God, and 
Religion. | 


FOR my part I ſhall Rejoice to 
bear all that look into theſe Papers 
ſay, ( Let them but ſpeak Truth) that 
they have met with nothing, but what 

they 


The Dedication. 
they knew before. Would to God 
we were all as well Inform'd, and as 
truly Serious as this young Man 


was: and I wiſh too that we did not 


ftand in need of frequent Remem- 
brancers. | 


BUT whatever others may think 
or ſay ; I promiſe my ſelf, that You 
will kindly accept of what I have at- 
tempted ; and favourably overlook 
my Failings and Miſcarriages. 


I HOPE by this opportunity of 
making my ſelf known to you, I may 


ain an Intereſt in your Prayers. 
8 which in this Remarkable In- 
| ſtance before us of their Succeſs, ap- 
pear peculiarly acceptable, and well 
pleaſing to God: May they Remain 
to be ſo, 


NOW, 
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NOW, that I may not too long 


| detain you from what you are, doubt- 


| leſs, much more deſirous to look into; 


I ſhall only add my Hearty Deſires, 


For You, Sir | that you may yet 
live to be the Spiritual Father of 
many Children ; that your Labours 
may be Crowned with ſtill greater 
Succeſs here, F e Eternal Glo- 

hereafter. I hat many may riſe 
3 with gui lately ee . Ye 
the laſt Day to bleſs God for your 


Miniſtry. 


AND for You, Madam! I beg 
more eſpecially a Chriſtian Patience 
and Submiſſion; with thoſe ſtrong 
Supports from above, which may ſe- 
cure from all the Evils and Harms, 
that your too great, and Paſſionate 


Concern might bring upon you. 


FOR 


The Dedication. 
FOR Both, I Pray, that you may 

live to be mutual Comforts to each 
other. That the Abſence of one Bleſ- 
ling, may not take away your Reliſh 
for remaining ones, but rather en- 
creaſe it, May the God of all Con- 
ſolation ſhed abroad his Love in 

our Hearts: fill you with great 
joy in believing, and in — 
for the Appearance of our Lor 
Jeſus Chriſt, when the Dead ſhall 
be raiſed ; and the Saints in Hea- 
ven and Earth, all be joyn'd to 
make up one Family. God grant 
that you may not go down into the 
Grave to your Son, Mourning ; 
but may be Comforted after his 
Death: So prays your 
Truly Smpathizing, 

tho Unknown Friend, 

and Servant, 


8. WRIGHT. © 
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FUNERAL 
SERMON 


PREACH?D at 


Croſsby - Square, &c. 


Pſalm xxxvii. Verſe 37. 


Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the Up- 
right; for the End of that Man is Peace, 


* 
FT ER the Reading of theſe 
Words, it is very proper I ſhould 
mention the Occaſion of my diſ- 
courſing on them at this time: And that 
is, the Death of a ſerious and hopeful yourg 


Man, known to ſeveral in this Place, 
B whoſe 


| 
| 
| 


whole Deſire it was that I ſhould im- 
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prove his Dying to the Benefit of the 
Living, in Preaching upon this Text: 
A Text He was ſo bright an Inſtance of 
the Truth of, that I know not how any 
Scripture could have kept our Eyes more 
upon the Occaſion, or better have made 
Way for what I have to ſay concerning 


our deceas'd Friend, 


THE Flouriſhing, and Proſperous State 
of ſome of the vileſt of Sinners in this 
World, has, from the time of David un- 
till now, been made ule of by the Athe- 
iſtical and Prophane, as a ſtanding Argu- 
ment againſt Religion; and too often has 


prevail'd in the Minds of good Men them- 


ſelves, ſo as to prove a ſtaggering Obje- 
tion againſt a Divine Providence. When 
we ſee thoſe that forget God, yea blaſ- 
pheme his Name, aud delpiſe his Sove- 
reiguty, grow Rich, and Great, and 
have more thau Heart could wiſh; while 
the Good Man ſeems to ſuffer moſt in the 
ways of Holineſs; or at leaſt to meet 
With no better Treatment in this Life 
than the Wicked: Some are ready to ſay, 
What Profit is there in waiting upon 
God? Or what Advantage in keeping 

| his 


—— 
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his Commandments ? Swrely we have clean: 
ſed our Hanas in vain, 


SUCH Language as this would indeed 
juſtly follow upon ſuch Obſervations, if 
the Grave put an end to our Beings ; or if 
the Scriptures had left us in the dark as 
to a future State: But when we are fore- 
warn'd not to judge of Love or Hatred 
by the Things that are before as, and are 
directed to another World to look for the 
impartial diſtribution of Puniſhments and 
Rewards; our Expectations of Happineſs 
or Miſery ſhould be transferr'd to the 
Life to come; and we . not to draw 
any Concluſions to the diſadvantage of 
Religion, from what its Profeſſors or Op- 
poſers may meet with at preſent, We 
{hall at laſt, doubtleſs, ſee ſufficient Dif- 
ference made betwixt thoſe that ſerv'd 
God, and thoſe that diſhonour'd Him, 
to fatisfy for the preſent undiſtinguiſh'd 
Diſpenſations. 


T HIS we have a brief Repreſentation 
of in our Text, and the two preceding 
Verſes, ' I have ſeen the Wicked in great 
Power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green 
Bay-tree , yet he paſſed away, and lo he was 

B 2 not 
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not: yea Þ fought him, but he could not be 
found, Whereas. on the other hand, 
Mark the Perfect Man, and behold the Up- 
right; for the End of that Man is Peace. 


Theſe Words plainly divide themſelves 
into two Parts; the one ſetting forth the 
Character, the other the End of a Pious 
Man; both to be ard and con ſider d by 
us. 


I. We have a Deſcription and Cha- 
racter of a Good Man, in theſe two 
Words, Perfect and Upright. 


II. We have an account of his End; 
that is Peace. I ſhall be as ſhort as con- 
veniently I can upon the firſt, that I may 
a little more enlarge upon the ſecond ; 
and 1 ſhall contract under both, to leave 
room for what I know you will be ex- 
petting, and more attentive to. 


I. LET us a little confider this Cha- 
racter and Deſcription of a Good Man. 
The Hebrew is, Mark Perfection and behold 

| Uprig hte 
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Uprightpeſs : But if we read it fo, it muſt 
be added, to make it Sele with the Con- 
text, For in whomſoever you ſee theſe, the 
End of that Man is Peace. Our Tragnfla- 
tion therefore renders it very agreeable to 
the Intent and Deſiga of the Author 
(who is here comparing the Righteous 


and Ungodly together) Mark the Perfect 
Man, &c. 


WHATEVER Emphaſis the Ab- 
ſtract may ſeem to carry in it, yet to be 
ſure che Perfection and Uprightneſs in- 
tended, and ſpoke of in this place, is 
what we are capable of coming up to in 
our preſent Circumſtances, as Lapſed, A- 
poſtate Creatures: As we find in the caſe 
of Jab, who was juſt ſuch a Perſon as 
we are here called upon to obſerve and 
take notice of; God himſelf witneſſing 
concerning him, that He Was 4 Perfect 
and an Upright Main. * Yet Job after- 
wards ſpeaking of Perfection in the ſtrict- 
eſt Senſe, ſays, {f 1 ſay am perfect, it ſhall 
alſs prove me perverſe. T To be abſo- 
lately free from Sin, is what no meer 


> „* 


—— 


Job. 1. + Ch. ix. v. 20. : 
B 3 Man 
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Man ever did, or can attain to in this 
World, There is not a juſt Man upon Earth 


that doth 200d, and ſianeth not. * 


THE Perfect Man is one who, ac- 
cording to the ſenſe of the Covenant of 
Grace, ſincerely, and to the utmoſt of 
his Ability, ſtudies to know, and endea- 
vours to obey the Commands of God; 
heartily bewailing all his Defects, mourn» 
ing for all his Sins, and conſtantly ſtriv- 
ing to amend what he ſees amiſs. + So 
I rake Perfection and Uprightneſs to be but 
two different Expreſſions of one and the 
iame thing. Which the Apoſtle fully 
explains in his own PraQtice, when he 
favs, Herein do I exerciſe my ſelf, to have 
always & Conſcience void of Offence, toward 
Go, and toward Man. 


PERFECTION, as it is aſcrib'd to any 
ſince the Fall, is to be meaſur'd by a ſin- 
cere Compliance with the Terms of Sal- 
vation; not by a compleat obſerving, and 
keeping ſtrictly to the Rules of Duty, 


— — 1 


—— —̃ — 


. 


Eccleſ. vii. 20. See alſo 1 Joh. i. 8. + Pro perfecto 
„ rfecto proximus. Adds xxiv. 16 
That 


— 
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That Man is Perfect, who attains to What 
God accepts, tho' he cannot fulfil all that 
God commands. 


NO W a Perſon may he ſaid to arrive 
at this, when he firmly believes the 
great Truths of Religion; and without 
Reſerve, or Exception coinplys with all 


its Injunctions. He is not afraid, nor a- 


ſham'd to own God before Men; but 
accounts it his Honour ro be employ'd in 
his Service: And yet he does not ſatisſy 
himſelf in an externalProfeſſion meerly,but 
is careful ro maintain the Power as well as 
Form of Godlineſs. He 1s one that ſeeks 
to cover no Sin from the ſigt of God; 
and that earneſtly deſires no Duty may be 
conceal'd from his own Eze. Willing to 
know, and acknowledge the wor/t of his 
Caſe, and to be acquainted with the 27. 
20ſt of what is commanded. 


HE is one that's ſettled and eſtabliſb'd 
in the ways of Holineſs, ſtarting back at 
no ſeeming Difficulties; diſcourag'd by no 
Oppoſitions ; drawn aſide by no Temp- 
tations ; but with a ſteddy and unſhaken 
Purpoſe purſues his latentions of Perſe— 
verance. He is not carry'd away with 
| B 4 the 
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the Humour of the Age; nor influenc'd 


by a multitude of evil Examples; but 
whatever others do, he will ſerve the Lord.“ 


HE is one that keeps the Prize conti- 
nually in his Eye ; for the ſake of that 
deſpiſing both the Joys and the Safferings 
of this preſent Life; and animated in the 
various Periods of his Courſe by the 
Views ofthe Heavenly Glory, is ſtill pro- 
greſſive; growing and encreaſing in Grace 
more and more. He has fix'd upon ore Þ| 
Portion both for Heaven and Earth : ® 
Whom have I in Hein but thee ? Ana there 

7s none upon Earth that ] deſire beſides thee. || | 
But one Goa that He ſerves, one Happineſs 
that he ſeeks, for both Worlis: And in the 
Service of this God, and ſecking for this 
Felicity he grudges no Pains, 1s affrighted 
at no Calamities, bur proceeds upon this 
Reſolve, Tho' 1 fhoutd die for thee, yet will 
1 not deny thee, * | 


HE is one that's aiming at compleat aud es 
fenleſs Obedience, making the Word of God 


a 5 2 — — 4. ® 2 — 


— * — 


3 Joſh. xxiv. 15. + Philip. iii. 12, 13, 14+ |; Pſal. 
IXxili. 25. * Mat. XXVi. 35. : : 4 | N 
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the Rule, and God himſelf the Pattern 
which he ſeeks to conform to; endea- 
vouring to be Perfect, as his Father whech 
is in Heaven is Perfect.“ 


NOW What a mighty Inflaence this 
mult needs have upon the whole of his 
Converſation, and Dealings with Men, is 
too evident to need Enlargements. In 
brief, The Perſect and Upright Man is 
one who acres all Ungoaliueſs, and I orla- 
Luſts; living Righteonfly, Soberly and 
Godly in this preſent World. | 


T O conclude this Head, and compleat 
this Character, we are now made Perfect 
by the Righteouſneſs and Suffermgs of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, upon our ſiucere 
complying with the Terms of the Goſpel ; 
ſo asto be accepted in him, and for his 
ſake, as if we had perſonally fulfilled all 
. Righteouſneſs. On this account the Apo- 
ſtle challenges Men, or Devils to alledge 
any thing that ſhall blemiſh the Piety, or 
prove a Bar to the Acceptance of the true 


* Mat, v. ut. + Titus ii. 12. 


Belie- 


ST 
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Believer : Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
Charge of God's Elect, &c. *. In this 
Senſe we are ſaid to be preſented blameleſs, 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. F 


NOW what is it the Pſalmiſt deſigns 
by calling upon us to Mark, and behold 
ſuch a Perſon ; but that we ſhould ſo ob- 
ſerve his ways as to walk in them? That 
we ſhould take notice of him as an Exam- 
ple; not only fixing our Eyes upon, but 
endeavouring to imitate the Man that 
walks Uprightly. This we are encou- 
rag'd to do, by being further directed to 
obſerve the happy Iſſue of ſuch a Courſe 
of Life; which, if ſuitably attended to, 
and thought of, could not but prove a pre- 


vailing Motive, and Excitement to our 
Duty. This leads us, 


— 


II. To conſider the End of the Perſect 
and Upright Man. And as this is pro- 
poſed, ſo it is ſufficient to ſilence all our 
Objections againſt a Religious Life And 
to make us ample and infinite amends for 


* Rom. viii. 23. 4 Epheſ. v. 27. 
all 
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all the Difficulties, Sufſerings and Unea- 
ſineſſes we may meet with in the Service 
of God; tho” never ſo great, or numerous. 
Ile End of that Man is Peace, 


WE may ſometimes ſee the Righteous 
remarkably deliver'd out of their Cala- 
mities 1n this Life ; and tho? they may la- 
bour under very great hardſhips for a con- 
ſiderable time, yet Mercy, and Abundance 
Crowns their latter End. Their Faith, 
Patience, and Integrity are rewarded with 
Z Temporal Bleſſings. The Advancement 
of Job is a known, and famous Inſtance of 

this; but, however, it fares with a good 
Man while in the World, yet he is ſure 
of Happineſs at his going out of it. The 
Death, and the Eternity of ſuch a one is 
Peace. | 


1. THE Death of the Upright is 
Peace. If we take his Exd for the Con- 
cluſion of his preſent Being, and caſt our 
Eyes upon him on a Death-bed ; even 
then, and there he Enjoys a Peace which 
is worth more than all the World. 


. (.) 
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S. (1.) HE has Peace in /ooking back- * 
ward to a paſt Life. He can with great 
Compoſedneſs and Tranquility, take a 
Survey of all his Actions, and the whole 
of his Behaviour, } 


THE Wicked Man, when he comes 
to Die, finds a raging Hell kindling is 
His Breaſt, in reflecting on his paſt 
Courſe ; and the ſharp twinges of the 
Worm that never dies, ſtriking thro' his 
Heart and Soul. His Conſcience calling 
his Sins to his Remembrance, and woun- 
ding with ſuch bitter Regret and Remorſe 
as throws im into the utmoſt Confuſion ; *' 
and makes him cry out under the intole- 
rable Anguiſh, O that I had my Days to 
live over again! Or, O that I had no Life 
at all, ſince now Iam like to be miſerable 
in the thoughts of what is alceady ſpent! 
When on the other Hand the Pious Man 
can ſay with Hezekiah, when he was bid 
to fet his Houſe in order, forhe muſt Die. 
* Remember, wow, O Lord! How I have 


on. a. 


' - © 9 
* — % - , 


* Tai, Ixxvili. 1, 3. 


walked 
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walled before thee in Truth, and with a per- _ 
Z fect Heart, and have done that which was good 
= thy ſight. 


. WHILE the Impenitent Sinner has 
ta multitude of horrid Crimes; Blaſphe- 
2 mies and Impieties; Cruelties and Inju- 
ſtice that ſtare him in the Face in fo 
frightful a manner, as to make him Trem- 
ble at the ſight, and yet not able to turn 
away from it: The ſincerely Religious 
Perſon can look back to the Seaſons ſpent 
in the Service of God; in faithfully fol- 
lowing the Buſineſs he was called to ma- 
nage in the World; and in ſeeking to 
promote the good of others: Reflecting, 
in all, upon his doing juſtly, loving mercy, 
and watking hambly with bis God, & ſo as to 
dra great Conſolation and Refreſhment 
from ſuch Reviews. 


F. (2.) HE has Peace in looking For- 
ward to a future State, and the Life to 
come. 


s — 
— —_ 


* Micah vi. 8. W HEN 
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WHEN the Sinner ſtands upon the 
Brink of an Eternal World; his Soul look- 
ing over the diſmal Precipice, and Flutter- 
ing on the edge of it, he's all agaſt at the 
near views of that, which he thought 
himſelf a vaſt diſtance from. He ſees no- 


thing but a Scene of Blackneſs and Dark- 


neſs, and of Endleſs woe; an Incenſed 
God, that he had little thought of before, 
and would then be glad to fly from. He 
is calling to the Rocks and Mountains to fall 
on him, and to cover him from the Face of 
him that ſits on the Throne, and from the 
Wrath of the Lamb. * Whereas the Up- 
right and Pious Soul can look to God as 
Its reconciPd Pather ; to Heaven as its 
ſure Inheritance; to the Glorious Com- 


pany of the Spirits of juſt Men made 


perfect, and the innumerable Hoſt of An- 
gels, which are continually in the preſence 
of God, as his delightful Companions. 
He can look to an Enthroned Mediator, 
and Judge, as his Saviour and Deliverer: 
Can bid defiance to all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, and commend his departing Spirit 


* «th. 
„ 


_  *. Revel. vi. 16. 
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into the hands of him that gave it. He 
looks into Eternity, as a State he has been 
acquainting himſelf with ; and in the di- 
ſtant, but firmly believing ſight of, has 
been filled with a Joy ſo like what be there 
looks for, as to be already Unſpeatable, 
and full of Glory x. Stephen could look 
thro? a ſhower of Stones into the Manſi- 
ons of Bliſs, and ſee Jeſus ſtanding at the 
Right Hand of God, + 1n a poſture ready 
to receive him, and welcom him to hi 
Father's Kingdom. | 


d. (3.) HE has Peace in looting In- 


ward to the Frame and 'Temper of his 


Mind and Soul under his Affliction. His 
Thoughts are Calm and Serene ; wholly 


and quietly ſubmitting to the Appoint- 
ment of God. 


THE Ungodly Man lies fretting, 
murmuring and repining under the Preſ- 
{ures of an AMiQion; ſtrugling and 
contending with Death till he is forced to 
yield, and when he ſees he mult be over- 


* 


unn. 


I Pet. i. 8. ＋ Ads vil. 55, 
come, 
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come, Blaſphemes the Name of God ſome- 
times, like Julian, in his laſt Agonies. 
Bur the good Man bows his Head under 
the ſevereſt Stroke; with full Reſignation 
owning, yea, Bleſſing the Hand that 
Smites and Wounds him; giving up him- 
ſelf to the alwiſe diſpoſals of the great 
Sov'reign of Life and Death; and when 
he comes to the Hour of his Departure, 
can breath out his Soul in the Language 
of Simeon; Lord now lateſt thou thy Ser- 
vant depart in Peace according to thy Word- 
for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation &. „ 


d. (4.) HE has Peace in looking Out- 
ward to every thing about him. 


WHEN the Worldling is 7074 from 
thoſe Pleaſures and Poſſeſſions, which 
his Heart, and Affections are glued to: 
and by force cut off from all thoſe Com- 
fortable Enjoy ments which he promiſed 
himſelf a long Happineſs in the midſt of +. 
The Heaven born Soul can take its 
leave of all, and bid farewel without re- 


— * 


2 — 
— 


* Luke ii, 29, 30. Þ+ See Luke xii, 19, 20. 
luctance 
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luctance; convine'd of the emptineſs and 
nothingneſs of every thing here below, 
in compariſ:n of what it looks for in tlie 
World above. His Comforts, and his 
Cares a Good Man can compoſedly give 
up into ths Hands vi God. He can com- 
ſortably ſnake Hands with his Relations 
and Friends, Whilſt the Companions and 
Relations of the Wicked Man, ſtand as ma- 
ny Tormentors round his Ceath-bed. Yea 
further, he dies at Peace with his very E- 
nemies, forgiving chem all their Tnjuries 
and Reproaches; and with a Cruciſy'd Sa- 
viour, praying to God to forgive them 
too *; which ſo reconciles them to him, 
and ſubdues their Hatred and Enmity, tha: 
they cannot but ipeak well of him after his 
Deceale. | 


d. 5) HE is at Peace with Death, 
and the Grave itſelf. Death is a welcome 
Meſſenger ; the Grave a Bed of Reſt to 
ſuch a one. How Melancholy ſoever the 
ſight of a Tomb or Vault may be to the 
Sinner; yet the Language of a Dying 


* Luke xxiii. 24. 


C Belie- 
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Believer is, 1 fee that gloomy Cell where 
this Body muſt lie a Prey to Worms; 
be turned to Rottenneſs and Duſt; but I 
believe the very Death of the Saints is pre- 
cious in the ſizht of God &; and I know that 
my Redeemer lives, and that he fhall ſtand at 
the latter Day upon the Earth. And tho? after 
my Skin, Worms aeſtroy this Body, yet in 
m Fleſh ſhall I ſee God: Whom ] ſhall ſee for 
my ſelf, and my Eyes ſhall behold, and not a- 


no her T. This very Body ſhall be re- 


ſtored to me, not auother beſtow'd oa me. 
The Apoſtle raiſes the true Chriſtian even 
to Joys and Triumphs at the approach of 
Death. O Death where is thy Sting? 0 
Grave where is thy Victory? 


WELL theo, if in Comfortable Re- 
views of what is paſt; Hopeful Proſpects 
of what is to come; inward Calmneſs and 
Compoſedneſs of Spirit, as to what is pre- 
ſent ; willing and hearty Reſignation of 
all External Enjoyments; and a Recon- 
ciliation to the Grave iifelt, and to a ſtate 
of Corruption; if in all theſe things, I 


— — 


* Pal. Cxvi. 15. Þ Job xix. 25, 26, 27, || 1 ns 
tinth. XV. 55. . F | 
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ſay we have had a true account how it is 
with the Perfect and Upright Man on a 
Death-bed, we may well lay his End is 


Peace. 


I have enlarged on theſe Particulars, by 
comparing the Death of the Righteous 
and Wicked together ; becauſe this is 
what the Context more directly leads our 
Thoughts to. And if in ſome few Inſtances 
our Obſervations ſhould be excepted a- 
gainſt, either on the one ſide, or the 0- 
ther, yet that docs not invalidate any 
thing that has been ſaid : However, leſt 
any ſhould lay too much ſtreſs on ſuch 
Exceptions, I ſhali further add, That if 
an Upright Man ſhould Die diſconſolate, 
and in the Dark; or if an Impious Wi etch 
{ſhould Die quietly, and at Eaſe; yet as 
to the final determination of their State 
hereafter, the End of the former is un- 
doubtedly, and without any exception 
Peace; when that of rhe latter is as cer- 
tainly, and univerially Ruin and Deſtru— 
tion. 


I F a Pious Soul ſet in a Cloud in this 
World, tis ſure to riſe without any in 
the next: Whereas the Wicked that tink 

. G8: away 
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away filently and quietly out of this Liſe, 
plunges into a Sea of Wrath in the o- 
ther World. Death does not make an 
utter End of us, and therefore our 
Thoughts ſhould not be conſin'd to this 
when we ſpeak of the Eud of a Man; but 
that is our Ed which fixes us in an Analte- 
rable State; and which for ever concludes 
us Happy or Miſerable. To proceed 


then, 


2. THE Eternity, and State after 
Death, which a Good Man enters into is 
Peace: When that of the Sinner is to be 
cut off. The Wicked (hall be turned into 
Hell, and ail the Nations that forget God *. 
But he will redeem the Righteous Soul from 
the power of the Grave; for he ſhall receive 


it . 


PERHAPS ſome are ready to ſtop 
me here with this Ohjection, That the 
Words we are upon do not ſpeak of the 
Eternal Condition of the Soul, nor were 
deſign'd to repreſent its Immortality; 


l ew | 5 
which the Jens were generally Ignorant . 


2 —— A... 


* Palm ix. 17. + Pſalm xlix. 15. 
of, 


5 


42 


. 
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of, and we find their Law mentioning 
only Temporal Bleſſings and Curſes. 


T O this IT Revly, that it were eaſy to 
prove from many places in the Old Teita- 
ment, that a Life after this was firmly 
believ'd, and hop'd for by the more ſeri- 
ous and ſeaſible part of the Je. Nation 
from the times of the Patriarchs, tothe 
End of the Prophets; and that David ef- 
pecially had a clear Senſe of this. But it 
ſhall ſuffice for the Preſent ro obſerve, 
Ss, That, 


AS to mcer Death, and the Conclu- 
ſion of our preſent Being, we read elſe- 
where in the Book of Plalms, that ſome- 
times the Wicked have no Reads in their 
Death &, 1. e. they die as quietly, and uas 
di; turbedly as the Godly may ſeem to do: 
ſo that the Pſalmiſt's 'T houghrs and In- 
tent could not be determin'd by their 
Death meerly, when he would diftio- 
guiſh betwixt the End of the Good and 


Bad. 


— — 


* P fal Ixxiii 4+ 
C3 NAY, 


— 


on. 
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NA ſuppoſe the Upright Man 
ſhould always have a more peaceful Exit 
than the Prophane ; yet only to die comfor- 
zably could never in any fair way of ar- 
guing ſatisfy for a whole Life of Sorrow 
and 1 roubles ; which this Text ſuppoſes, 
and is brought to account for. It muſt 
mean ſomething that's better than all the 
Wealth, and Joys of the Wicked; and 
that is preferrable to an Age of uninter- 
rupted Earchly Proſperity : Which a few 


days eaſineſs on a Death-bed, will hardly 


be granted by any Man to be. 


I F it ſhould further be urged, that 
this is ſpoken of the Bleſſings and Happi- 
neis that ſhall deſcend to the Righteous 
Man's Family, and Poſterity at his De- 
ceaſe: yer, that does not ſerve to ſtate 
the final Difference betwixt the Tuſt, and 
the Unjuſt : becauſe the Seed of the for- 
mer are often unhappy as well as the lat- 
ter; and the Poſterity of the latter we 
many times ſee proſperous as well as the 
former. So that upon theſe Conſidera- 
tions we may very ſafely conclude, that 
the ſtate after Death, which the Holy, 


and Upright Perſon enters into, was what 


the 
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the Pſalmiſt had an Eye to in our Text ; 


and what we may properly calarge our 
Thoughts upon, 


THE Reſurrection of the Dead is 
what we have now ſuch Aſſurances, and 
Expreſs Revelations of, as puts the matter 
out of all doubt. Who are plainly told, 
That the Hoar is coming in which all that are 
in the Graves ſhall hear the Voice of the Son o 
Man, and ſhall come forth: They that have 
done Good, to the Reſurrection of Life; and 
they that have done Evil, to the Reſurrection 
of Damnation. And again, That all Na- 
tions ſhall be gather d before him; {ome (ball 
be ſet on his Right Hand, others on his 
Left; that the one ſhall go away into Ever- 
laſting Puniſhment, the other into Life Eter- 
nal . 


BUT the chief and great Difficulty 
here may ſeem to lie in proving that the 
Soul of a Saint does immediately enter in- 
to a ſtate of Happineſs as ſoon as the Body 
is dead: which if it do not, the Peace of 


the Wicked is as great in a ſecurity from 


— — ” _ — 
John v. 28, 29. + Matth. zxv, }azzer end. 
C 4 | all 


N 


24 "" Funeral Sermon. 


— — —— arm — — — —ä]z——ẽ·ͤ —— wàü é— 


all U iſturbence, as that of the Righteous; ; 
for in the Grave they are equally at reſt ; 
and if the Soul ſleep with the Body, they 
yet lie undiſtinguiſht, 


I cannot now ſtay to form, and proſe- 
cute the Arguments which have given 
iarisfation to ſome in this point; as 
drawn from God's calling himtelf the God 
of Abraham, Iſaac and Jicob tour hundred 
Years after their Death z and yer Le 7s not 
the Cod 7 22 Dead, bat of the Living, nor 
{hall 3 enlarge on thoſe Words of our Sa- 
viour to the Thief on the Croſs, I his day 
{bait thou be with me in Parauije J. Nor 
have time to give you the full meaning 
of that Text in the Hebrews, where we 
read of the Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 
ect]. And unleſs we had leiſure to ex- 
plain theſe Scriptures, ſo as to guard a- 
gainſt the common Objections, which 
{ome have ſtarted to overturn, and darken 
their direct and obvious Senſe ; I reckon 
it the beſt way only thus to propoſe them 
to your Conlideration. 


TS 


Matth. xxii. 32, ＋ Luke XX111. 43, || Heb. xii 23. 


THERE 


2 zee eee 


— 
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THERE are two Paſſages I would 
a little inſiſt upon, to eſtabliſh our Belief 
of this Truth; 7 hat the Soul of an Upright 
Holy Perſon enters into a peaceful haypy State 
at the Death of the Body); and thele are ſo 
much to the purpoſe, as to ſerve inſtead 
of many. The one is that Prayer of 
Stephen, the firſt Chriſtian Martyr, when 
he was a Dying: Lord Teſus receive my 
Spirit *, Which is a molt folemn com- 
mending his Soul to Chriſt, When his Bo- 


dy was Ston'd to Death: And proves, 


that it was ſomething out of the reach of 
Man's Cruelty and Power to hurt or de- 
ſtroy ; conſequently that it was a Peing 
diſtinct from the Body, and ſhould exif 

after that was Murder'd; agrecable to 
what our Lord ſpeaks, when he admo- 
niſhes his Diſciples 2½ to fear them which 
can kill the Body, and after that have no more 
that they can do; but to fear him who ts able 
to deſtroy both Soul, and Body in Hell F. 
Nor does this only prove the ſeparate 
Exiſtence of the Soul; l:aving us till at 
2 loſs to know how it is diſpos'd of when 


* 


Acts vii. 59. + Matth. xx, 28. 
” ö | 1 
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it goes Cn the Body, and during the 
time of its Separ tion. But we may cer- 
tainly infer that the Soul of every Saint 
goes to Heaven; for it was there that 
Stephen ſa w Jeſus, and with him he beg'd 
his Soul might be. Further, if He had 
only commended his Spirit to God, to be 
laid up in a ſale, but iuſenſible State till 
the Reſurrection, He deſir'd no more for 
that, than he did for the Body; and would 
as well have ſaid, Into thy hands I commend 
my Bod); as have pray'd, Lord Jeſus re- 
ceide my Spirit *. 


BUT I would turn to another Paſ- 
ſage, which may give further Satis- 
faction in this matter: and ſeems to be 
out of the reach of any rational Evaſion. 
We walk by Faith, and not by Sight, ſays the 
great Apoſtle: We behave our ſelves, not 
as thoſe that are govern'd by ſenſible Ob- 
jects, but as thoſe that have a firm Belief 


— — 


Th2 Apoſtle Paul never thought it a matter of Diſpute or 
Lueſtion, whether the Soul could att, and think without the 
belp and inſtrumentality of the Body. For when he is ſpeak- 
ing of bis Viſions, and Extacies, be plainly tells us he knew 
not whether it was in the Body, or out of the Body, that he 
bad ſuch Revelations © reckoning the one as probable as the 
oer, and neitber of them unreaſonable, | 


and 


nn 
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and Expectation of a Life, and Happineſs 
to come; which bleſſed State we are confi- 
dent of ; and willing rather tobe ABSENT 


from the BO DT; and PRESENT 


with the LOR Dx. I would here ask any 
Man, only deſiring he would not trifle, 
or play the fool in a Caſe of ſuch Impor- 
tance, what he can think is meant by be- 
ing preſent with the Lord at the ſame 
time that we are ſaid to be ab/ext from 
the Body? Doubtleſs we muſt conclude 
that it is a living with God as Active, In- 
telligent Beings; for ſuch we are in the 
Body, now abſent from the Lord; there- 
fore ſuch we muſt be, when preſent with 
the Lord, and abſent from the Body ; Be- 
ſides it is ſuch a being preſent with God, 
as the Apoſtle deſires to leave this World 
for the ſake of ; which, conſidering the 


uůſekul Station he was in, and the extraor- 


dinary Inſtances he had of the Divine Fa- 
vour, and Loving-kindneſs in this Life; 
he would never have wi{'d for, much leſs 
earneſtly groan'd after, if he had once ima- 
gin'd He ſhould lie in a ſtate of Inacti- 
vity. 


” 


* 2 Cor. v. 7, 8. 
5 80 


— 
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SO that upon very good Ground I may 
again ſay the State of the Upright after 
Death, is a State of Peace: And that not 
only in being freed from all the Diſtur- 
bances, Troubles and Afflictions of this 
Life; but according to the moſt compre- 
henſive ſeaſe of the word Peace amongſt 


the Jews; which included, and was de- 


fiend to expreſs all Bleſſings, and Happt- 
neſs, Both which we have in that one 
Text, Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the 
Lord from henceforth : yea, ſaith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their Labours; and 
their Works do follow them x. 


HERE I ſhall diſmiſs thefe Conſide- 
rations, to make way for a more full, and 
diſtin& Account of what I promig'd to lay 
beſore you: And what by this time you 
may juſtly expect I ſhould come to. | 


I WOULD: not be thought ſo much 
Friend tothe Flattery of ſuch Occaſions, 
as to ay any thing meerly to conform to 
Cuſtom: but in Juſtice to the Perſon de- 


8 _ 


n 


* Revel. xiv. 13. 
ceas'd : 
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ceas'd : In obedience to the deſire of Rela- 
tions, and Acquaintance ; and in hopes of 
promoting the good of your Souls, I ſhall 
attempt a plain and faithful Narrative of 
what I know, and have been credibly in- 
form'd concerning him. This I ſhall draw 
up under the Direction of what has been 
already ſaid, by obſerving the Method at 


firſt propogd and giving an Account firſt 


of the Character; ſecondly the End of 
this Perſon. In the Conſideration of both 
theſe I might repeat, and apply to him in 
particular, what has been ſpoken of the 
Perfect Man in general: for he was, in 
the ſenſe given of Perfection and Upright- 
neſs, one to whom thoſe Expreſſions did 


really belong; and his End was Peace. 


I. WE ſhall endeavour briefly to lay 
before you his Character: To introduce 
which *tis fit I ſhould inſcribe his Name 
at the Beginning (a Name worthy to be 
recorded on Earth, as no doubt but it 1s 
written in Heaven) and acquaint you 
with his Birth and Parentage. 


THE 
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THE Perſon we are now to ſpeak of, 
was Mr. CALEs HEAD: Born of 
Religious Parents at Slaughter near Stow 
in Gloceſterſhire ; where his Father yet 
lives, a noted, uſeful Miniſter ; whoſe 
Piety and Moderation has recommended 
him tothe Eſteem of all that know him : 
and I reckon it an Unhappineſs that I am 
not amongſt the Number. His Circum- 
ſtances in the World are ſuch as ſet him 
above needing, or expecting any Contri- 
butions from the numerous Auditory, that 
with great Delight attend his Miniſtry : 
And what he had delign'd for this Son, 
might have prov'd aa Encouragement to 
a contrary courſe of Life, than that he 
was remarkable for (as we fee in the caſe 
of many who have much leſs to depend 
upon) if God had not Graciouſly preven- 
ted, by a timely forecloſing his Thoughts, 
and Mind to the Allurements, and Temp- 
tations of the World. 


I HAVE not room to inſert here an 
account of his Converſion ; which I have 
at large under his own Hand : I muſt re- 
fer that to ſome other Place and Seaſon. 
I ſhall only take notice, at preſent, ** 

c 
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the time of his being firſt impreſſed with 
ſtrong and prevailing Convictions, was 
very early; the carrying on of his Conver- 
ſion very regular, till he was brought into 
a ſafe and comfortable State. His Obſer- 
vations and Remarks all along his Life 
are ſolid and ſenſible; and abundantly 


prove him to have been a Perfect and Up- 
right Perſon. 


He was naturally of a reſerv'd Tem- 
per, which, however ſometimes diſadvan- 
tageous to a Character in the Eſteem of 
ſome; yet when under the right Conduct | 
of a Religious diſpoſition, proves very ſer- 

viceable. It is a ſecurity from running in- * 
to much, and great Acquaintance ; which = 
though Good, often proves a *zare; if Bad 
too commonly promotes our Rain. That 
which others of a different Diſpoſition 
would have reckon'd a troubleſom Con- 
finement; to have been ſubject to the tri 
| Rules of ſo well regulated a Family, as 
that in which Divine Providence had hap- 
pily placed him, proved to him eaſy and 
agreeable. | 


HIS 
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HIS Maſter, * whom he had ſerved 
the greateſt part of the Time of his Ap- 
prenticeihip, is a Witneſs to his Paithful- 
neſs, Underſtanding, Dihgence and Dif- 
patch in his Buſineſs. And it is no ſmall 
Advantage to theſe Commendations, that 
they are atteſted by ſo near, and ſtrict an 
obſerver of him. 


WHAT time he had to ſpare from at- 
tendance on his Maſter's Buſineſs, was 
very much ſpent in the beſt Exerciſes. In 
Reading uſeful and good Books, and look- 
ing into the ſtate of his Soul; both which 
his Colletions and Manuſcripts ſhew he 
took great pleaſure in. He was ſome- 
times ſo very much affected in his retired 
Devotions as to be over-heard ; tho? none 
more careful to get into ſecret than he 
when thus engag'd. 


HE was a great lover of Family Pray- 
er, and when very young, has been ob- 
ſerved to riſe from his Knees, with Eyes 
that diſcover'd how he had been concern'd 
all the while. 


* Mr. Morton, Linnen-Draper in Cornhil. | 
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HE was very ſtrict in obſerving and 
keeping holy the Lord's-Day : and with a 
becoming ſeriouſneſs would reprove, cr 
admoniſh thoſe that he ſaw ſinned it, and 
idled it away. He was adiligent Pious 
Attender on Public Worſhip; and had 
ſuch a value for Sermons, and love to em, 
that he did not reckon hearing enough, 
but has thought it worth his while to 
write thoſe that he found moſt Benefit 
by ; ſome twice, ſomethrice over. 


As his Education had been amongſt 
the Baptiſts, fo he had not been Baptiz'd 
in his Infancy. The firſt thing he came 
ro Converſe with me about, was con- 
cerning the nature of this Ordinance, 
and what was needful to prepare an adult 
Perſon for it. My time, and other cir- 
cumſtances forbid a relation of what paſſed 
on this Head. It is enough to publiſh, 
that the Reſult of all was an carnelt de- 
fire to comply with the Inſtitution; ard 
to have it done as ſpeedily as might be. 
Going into the Country ſoon after, 1 ad- 
viſed him to conſult with his Father about 
it, which after he had done, upon his ſe- 
turn to London he renew'd his Requelt ; 
Do and 


— 
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and with great Solemnity and entire Sa- 
tisfaction he was Baptized *, which I 
here mention as an undoubted Evidence, 
and proof of his Uprightneſs and Since- 
rity ; in not being willing to omit, or go 
on in the neglect of any thing which by 
was convinc'd was a Duty. 


A LL this while Religion lay warm 
at Heart ; and he was better in Reality, 
than in Appearance. He was a true Lo- 
ver of thoſe he faw Piouſſy inclined ; 
making it his great Concern to Impreſs 
all his Intimates with a Senfe of the 
Weight, and Importance of the great 
Truths of Chriftianiry. There is more 
than one in this Place rhat have reaſon 
to bleſs God for their Acquaintance with 
him. 


THIS is the promiſing Youth that's 
taken from amongſt us; and concerning 
whom, after all that has been faid, it mult 
now be added He is Dead. Bur the con- 
ſideration of his peaceful End, and nos 
happy Condition, ſhould check our Grief 


4 43 13888 
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and-Lamentations. This leads us to give 
{ome account of, 


II. THE End of this Perſon. Here 

I can only relate what I have from thoſe 
that were about him, and converſed with 
him in his Sickneſs: The Nature of his 
— being ſuch, as rendred it al- 
ether improper for me to vilit him. 

1 o' at firſt he was very deſirous to have 
ſeen me, and often mentioning my Name; 
yet was very well ſatisfied in my Abſence, 
when be was told the Reaſon : ſt may be 
might have been able to have ſaid ſome- 
thing more on this Head, if I could have 
attended him, than now I can ; but ſcarce- 
ly to have remembred better What did paſs 


than the Perſon to whom I am beholden 


for the Relation. And we have enough 
to confirm the Truth of all the aforemen- 
tion'd Obſervations upon the peaceful 
Death of a Good Man, in his Happy End: 


HE had great Comfort in Reviewing 
4 paſt Life. He had indeed a deep Senſe 


* . 


* 
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of his Sin and Imperfections; but a true 
_ in the Thoughts of what God had 
one for his Soul, and what he had been 
enabled to do for God : The Blood of a 
Redcemer was what he depended upon; 
and the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt what he 
only truſted to for his Acceptance with 
the Father : Which having before by 
Faith apply'd to himſelf ; and by Un- 
feign'd Repentance laid hold on; he told 
thoſe that were ſtanding over him Hts 
Wo k was done; and be thanked God he had 
not then to prepare Die. He expreſſed a 
great deal of pleaſure in thinking of the 
Time he had ſpent in the Service of God; 
He would frequently be ſpeaking of God's' 
Goodneſs and Mercy towards him. 


HE had alſo a ſettled peace in /ooking 
to the Life to come. When a Friend, with 
u hom he uſed to talk freely about his Fu-. 
turestate, ask'd him what he thought then 
of an Eternal World? He told him, hat 
it ſeemed more awful at the near views he then 
bad of it, than ever it aid in a time 0 
| Health ; but he was well ſatisfied of his en. 
Tring into a ſafe and happy State: and that he 

truſted the God whom he had fand ſo gracious 
before, would nat then leave him. 


HE 
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H E had a remarkable Compoſeareſs, 
and eaſineſs in the frame of his Mind under 
his Diftemper, tho? very uneaſy, and reſt- 
leſs in his Body: and was incirely reſign'd 
to the Pleaſure of God; and if at any 
time Nature ſeem'd to reluctate, and grow 
frerful, he would preſently ſuppreſs its ri- 
ſings in the Words of an Agonizing Savi- 
our, Father thy Will be done. 


HE could look to every thing aht 

him with Peace too. As for the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of the World, he was ſo 
far from being diſturbed at the pairing 
with theſe, that he declared He /ap nue 
deſirable here. He ſent for his Bed- fellow, 
and Fellow- Apprentices, when he thought 
himſelf near his Leparture, and thus took: 
his leave of them. The firſt (with whom 
he was more peculiarly Intimate, and to 
whom he had rendred himſelf very valua- 
ble) he ſpoke to in ſuch Words as theſe, 
I am juſt a going, O endeavonr to improve 
the Opportunities which you may ſtill Enjoy: 
And think ofgthe Pious Converſation we have 
had together. When this Perſon was be- 
fore ſpeaking how Melancholy he ſhould 
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be after his Death, he had told him, T hat 
he needed not be concerned for that, and that 
in a little time they ſbould meet him again. 


unn. 


_ THE Apprentices he (ingly ſpoke to, 
calling each by their Names; but what 
he ſaid to the latter, ſeemed to be only a 
Repetition of what he had directed to the 
former; and the very Words as near as 
can be remembred were thele. I am nom 
4a Dying Man, let my Words therefore the 
more be taken notice of, Labour to get an 
Intereſt in Chriſt before it. be too late. De- 
fer not your Repent ante to a Sick Bed: How 
unfit am I for that now ? Be perſu aded 
to think there is more in Religion than 4 
Show, and an outward Profeſſion, O ſeek 
after the Power of Goalineſs, Theſe Ad- 
monitions were his Farenel. God grant 
they may be thought on, and improved 
by the Parties fo nearly concern'd in 
them. 


HE charged his Friend to let his Fa- 
her and Mother know he was gon before 
them. The beſt Tidings he could have 
ſent from a Death-Bed; and a very great 
Conſolation it ſhould be to them, 5 

think 


th. 
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think that their Son is not /off, but 80 
before *, 


NOW to draw to a Concluſion of 
this Diſcourſe, as faſt as he did to the 
Concluſion of his Life. When he was 
Speechleſs, one that ſtood by him, deſir'd 
him, if Senſible, and if his Peace and Com- 
fort yet remain'd, that he would lift up 
his Hands; which he immediately did as 
high as he could, and decently continu'd 
lifting up one of them till he expired, 
which was on the nineteenth day of Novem- 
ber, 1707. being but in the Twentieth Tear 
of his Age. 


—— 
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OE THE 
APPLICATION 


: HAT is the V/e and Improve- 
ment that we ſhould all make of 


ſuch a Text, and ſuch a Providence? But, 


I. TO pray that we may die the Death 
of the Righteous, and that our latter End 
may be like his*. That we may breath out 
our Souls in the ſame peaceful manner; 


that we may go to the ſame happy Place; 


that we may leave the ſame Bleſſings be- 
' hind us. We could wiſh indeed for a 
more eaſy, and quick Pallage to the bleſſed 
Abodes of the Righteous in the upper Re- 
gions, than that which is the dark, and 
common Road. Could be glad with Exoch 
Þ 0 leap the Ditch here other Mortals 


hd 
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drop; and be tranſlated from this World 
to another without paſſing thro? theGrave: 
Inſtead of dying, and leaving our Bodies 
in the Duſt, to be raisꝰd Spiritual, Immor- 
tal Bodies at the laſt Day; we ſhould 
think it much more deſirable, like Elijah, 
to aſcend immediately from Earth to Hea- 
ven, dropping our Mantles, and our Imper- 
fections only by the way. But ſince it is 
appointed for all men once to die |, and we muſt 
needs ſubmit to that Appointment || ; let us 
content our ſelves in making this our con- 
ſtant Requeſt and Supplication, that our 


End may be Peace, and our Death Com- 
fortable. 


WHEN indeed we look to ſuch In- 
ſtances as that we have been ſpeaking of, 
and have *er: before our Eyes, or the Im- 
preſſions freſh in our Minds, I queſtion - 
not but every one of us is ready to cry out, 
O that I might die like him! What I aim 
at in the preſent Admonition is to engage 
you to keep up the Remembrance of theſc 

things; and to cheriſh the preſent Deſire, 
that it may not cool, and you grow care- 


— 
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leſs, and forgetful of your latter End. 
And if once ſuch a Deſire become ſincere, 
and hearty, it will influence you, 


2. TO Live the Life of the Righteons ; 
and to follow the pious Examples of thoſe 
that are thus happily departed. It is in 
vain to wiſh for, or expect the Comforts 
of the Upright in Death, if you do not 
conform your ſelves to their Piety, in your 
Lives. Now ſee that you come up to the 
Deſcription of the Perfect Man; and make 
that your own Character, or elſe your 
Hopes of future Peace and Happineſs will 
all fail, and wretchedly diſappoint you : 
However you may deceive your ſelves for 
a while, yet at laſt you will find that zhe 
Hypocrite's hope ſhall periſh, and be cut off; 
and his Truft ſhall be but as a Spiders Webs. 
Believe our deceas'd Friend, that a Profeſſs- 
on of Religion, and a ſhew of Godlineſs is not 
enough. Let the Admonitions of Dying 
Men, of God's Word, of your own Con- 
{ciences awake you to a timely Repentance 
of your paſt Wickedneſs, and to a ſpeedy 
Reformation of your Courſe and Actions. 


— 
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Let not any of us go away from hence, 
to return to our former evil ways; if we 
do, Bitterneſs, and not Peace; Damnati- 
on, and not Happincfs, will be our End. 
And your Miſery, and Het! will be made 
more dreadful, and aggravated by this 
very Sermon, and this very Providence. 
The Perfon that is now Dead, ſpeaketh to 
you in ſuch a manner, as will encreaſe 
your furure Torment, if you refuſe ro 
hear ; yea, He will riſe up ia Judgment 
againſt you. armed 


COULD I row tell the prophare 
Wretch, that if he perſiſteth in his De- 
baucheries, and Impenitency, this Perſon 
will certainly appear to him in this World, 
and ſhall come out of his Grave to reprove 
and terrify him: This would ſtartle the 
moſt harden'd Sinner, and in all probabi- 
lity be a reſtraint to him. Well, I can 
aſſure you of ſomething that's unſpeakably 
more dreadful ; nameli, that when rhe 
Dead ſhall be rais'd at the Day of Judg- 
ment, He will then ſtand at the Bar o 
God to witneſs againſt you, | | 


BUT ifthe Death of his Body now 
may prove the Life of your Souls; it 5 
a 
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add to his . Happineſs and Glory at laſt; 
and will be look'd upon by him, as what 
was worth Dying for. Let us then be 
perſuaded by his Example, and Advice, 
to ſeek for an Intereſt in the Blood, and 
Favour of Chriſt; to get our great Work 
done before it be too late; to live Godly, 
Righteous, and Sober Lives; ſo ſhall our 
End, with his, be Everlaſting Peace. 


HERE I ſhould have concluded, if 
the Conſideration of the A G E of our de- 
parted Acquaintance had not made it more 
than pertinent to addreſs my ſelf particu- 
larly to thoſe that are YOUNG, And 
fure ſuch ſhould double their Regard, and 
Attention to the Language of this Remark- 
able Day, wherein one Funeral Sermon is 
but the Preface to another * ; and both oc- 
calion'd by the Death of young Perſons. 
Jo ſuch therefore I would recommend the 
follow ing Admonitions. | 


1..D O N'T put far from you the Day 
of Death, and of Judgment. None are 


— 


* Mrs, Gravener's Funeral Sermon, Pretschd in the Af- 
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too young to Die; therefore let none of 
us think our ſelves too young to prepate 
for Neath. It is but a little while ſince 
the Perſon, whoſe Deceaſe this Seaſon calls 
upon usto improve,was WorſhippingGod 
inthis place, as we now are; and for any 
thing we know, in as little time, and as few 
Days hence, we may be laid where he q 
now is. O that we were wiſe, that we un- i 
der ſtood this, that we would conſider our latter 1 
End *. Think not that in the time of | 
Youth you may indulge to your Luſts ; 

take your fill of Pleaſures; and put the 
evil Day far from you: but conſider what 

the End of theſe things will be; and how 1 
ſuddenly, and unexpectedly this End may 1 
come. Remember, and let it reſtrain, and | 
moderate thy Deſires after, and Delight 

in ſenſual Pleaſures, and Enjoyments, T hat 

for all theſe things God will bring thee to 
Judgment .. 


2. DON'T reſt till your Peace be made 
with God. If you are reached by any 
Convictions at preſent ; and are now 

„ under the working of any ſerious Impreſ 


— 
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ſions; let it be your Endeavour to attend 
to 'em, and immediately comply with 
them. You are not ſure of the like Advan- 
tage again; or that ever God will ſpeak 
to your Conſciences in ſuch a manner any 
more *, Eſpecially if you ſhould now 
go away, and ſeel to get rid of your pre- 
ſent Thoughts, inſtead of Cheriſhing and 
Indulging them, I am ſure you have a- 
— ag Reaſon to be afraid of the 


IT ͤis a common thing for fuch as are 
under the Influence of ſtrong Convictions, 
to promiſe they will ſome time, or other 
hereafter hearken to em, and ſet about 
their Duty; but they kaow not how to 
do it yet. Do you conſider, that you 
muſt promiſe for God, as well as your 
ſelves, that otherwiſe your Refolves are 
all nothing? And that if you are not ſure 
of the Grace and Spirit of God, to ren- 
der your purpoſes Effectual, they will all 
vaniſh and be forgot? If you ſeriouſly 


_ 
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* Non ſemper idem Floribus eſt honos 
Vernis, neque uno Lung rubens niet 
Vultu 3 quid æternis minorem code 
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thought of this, you would not dare to 
run the Hazzard, and Venture of a Mo- 
ment's delay, when once you found the 
Spirit of God moving, and enclining you 
to Repent, and be Converted. | 


BUT, ſays the Brisk and Jovial young 
Man, I am now in the Age of Liber 
ty; and for a while fure I may take my 
Swing; may indulge my Natural Inch- 
nations and AﬀeCtions; 1 hope to Repent of 
my Sins before I die, and to become a 
good Chriſtian. I'll grant for the preſent, 
that you may come to Repentance here- 
after; but do you know what that is? 
And what you mean, when you fay you 
hope to Repent? In plain Erglifh your hope 
is this, That God will ſome time or other, 
make every /Veinof your Hearts ake, and bleed 
in locking back to what you are nom a doing. 
If you may bat rum into this and that Sin it 
preſent, you hope that rm the vitterreſi Aggonies 
and Horrors, jou ſhall one day wifh you had 
never Committed it, You hope you are 
doing that which ſhall make you tremble, and 
rea bo teur your felves in pieces, when you 
Come 40 Reflect apomit. Now how unrea- 
ſonable, and mad this Talk is, I teave to 
your own Determination: And, O * 
"5 ts RES | 
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I might now engage you not to give Sleep 
to your Eyes, nor Slumber to your Eye- lids 
this day, till the preſent Calls and Admo- 
nitions have met with ſuitable Entertain- 
ment. 


3. BE careful to remember, and of- 
ten think upon ſuch Inſtances of Piety, as 
thar which you have. been hearing of. 
Think over the Pailages of his Life and 
Death, and ler theſe excite you to, and 
quicken you ian, your Duty. Such Per- 
ons are worthy to be had in Everlaſting 
Remembrance; worthy to be talk'd of, 
and kept in view after they are Buried 
out of fight. Theſe are much more pro- 
fitable Subjects of Diſcourſe, than what 
Converſation is generally fill'd up with; 
and inſtead of Railing, Reflecting upon, 
Backbiting, and Cenſuring your Neigh- 
bours for want of ſomething it may be to 
talk of, let me recommend the Seriouſneſs 
and Godlineſs of this Deceaſed young Man 
as a proper, and uſeful Topic to enlarge 
your Converſation upon. Let his Zeal 
fire your Breaſt, and may the ſame Spirit 
that dwelt in Him, deſcend upon, and 
abide with us. re | 


LASTLY, 
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LASTLY, Let us endeavour care- 
fully to imitate, yea, as far as we can to 
exceed all that was Praiſe · worthy in our 
Departed Friends. Here we have an ac- 
count of one that ſought God early; that 
Remembred his Creator in the days of his 
Jouth, yea, in the Days of his Childhood; 
as he grew up into the World, growing 
up alſo into a fitneſs for Heaven. Let this 
engage you to become Religious betimes; 
and to devote your tender Years to the 
Service of God. Seek firſt the Ming dom of 
God, and his Rizhteouſneſs, and all other 

things ſhall be added unto jou x. God records, 
and kindly ſpeaks of thoſe that chus ſeek 
him. Go cry in the Ears of Jeruſalem, 
Saith the Lord, I remember the kindneſs of 
thy Touth, when thou wenteſt after me in the 
Wilderneſs. O that the Lois of one ſeri- 
ous young Man might be a means to make 
many ſuch! And then we ſhall have no 
reaſon to mourn for his being taken from 
amongſt us. But to ſee the Promiſing and 
| Hopetul call'd away in the beginning of 
their Days; none /azing it to heart, or ſtri- 
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ving to riſe up in their ſtead, to own, and 
env the Lord, is a melancholy ſight in- 
_ - ap 


_ TI WOULD with the greateſt Impor- 
tunity beg for my ſelf, and all of you that 
are now coming into the World; That 
we may know the God of our Fathers *; and 
may ſtand up to plead hisCavſe againſt all 
the Workers of Iniquity. The ſooner we 
begin to be Religious, the greater Proficien- 
cy we are like to make; and the more a- 
bounding Comfort and Joy ſhall we have 
in the whole of our After-Iives : The more 
eminently uſeful we may expect to be in 
this World; and the more Happy, and 
Gloricus in the World to come. 


—_—_——— 


BUI let not ſuch, as may think they 
have already arriv*d to all that is ſpoken of 
the Perſon here deſcrib'd, reſt ſatisfy'd in 
their preſent Attainments; let us ſtill go 
on (as he, if he had liv'd, no doubt 
would have done) to greater, and higher 
degrees of Holineſs, and Picty. What 
we read, or hear of ſome of the beſt of 
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Men, is poſſible to be out- done; and ſure 
I am, it is our Duty to aim at ſomething 
further than ever any reach'd to. This 
only can prove us Perfect, and Upright ; 
and this will be follow'd with Everlaſting 
Peace. Mark the Perfect Man, and behold 

the Upright; for the End of that Man is 
Peace. God grant that this may be the 
Character; and this the End of every one 
of us. Amen. 
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+ AN 
ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


CON VERSION 


AND 


EARLY PIETY 
O F 


Mr. Caleb Head 


With his after REMARKS and 
OBSERVATIONS, taken from 
his own Manuſcripts, 


+ i AVING always had the Hap- 
pineſs and Advantage of a Pious 
Education, which my tender Pa- 

reits took ſpecial Care and Pains to be- 


ſtow upon me; (and for which 1 ſhall have 
E 3 cauſe 
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cauſe to praiſe God to Eternity.) The 
Bleſſed Work of Regeneration was begun, 
and carry'd on in my Heart, ſecretly, 
tho? not inſenſibly for ſeveral Years toge- 
ther; andthe Holy and Bleſſed Spirit of 


_ was new Creating, and Forming my 
Soul. | 


A AS long ago as ever I can remember, 
have been of a ſerious Temper and Diſ- 
poſition; owing partly to my Parents ear- 
ly Inſtructions; partly to the reading 
Books of Practical Divinity; but more 
eſpecially to my Father's Preaching, which 
I conſtantly attended, and delighted in: 
And tho? I was, when firſt affected with 
what I heard, ſo young as to have forgot 
many of the Sermons with which it pleas'd 
God to impreſs my Mind; yet ſeveral of 
the Subjects are to this time freſh upon m 
Thoughts ; which I would mention wit 
great Thankfulneſs. 

Rſalm 50. 22. Nom conſider this, ye that 
forget Goa, left I tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver. | 


Pfalm 144. 15. Happy 5 that People 
whoſe God is the Lora, 
Pſalm 


19 


Pſalm 51. 10. Create in me a clean Heart, 
O God, and renew a right Spirit within me. 


leep my Words; wed my Father will love him; 
and we will come auto him; and make our 
abode with him. 


John 14. 5 a Man love me, he will 


Rom. 8. 17. If Children, then Heirs ;, 
Heirs of God, and joyut Heirs with Chriſt. 
With that of the Prodigal Son, 


Luke 15. 20. When he was yet à great 

way off, his Father ſaw him, and had compalſi- 
on, and ran, and fell on his Neck, and kiſſed 
him. There are belides thele many other 
Places, which I remember ſo much of, as 
to be-able to ſay, they help'd on my Con- 
verſion, tho” I cannot particularly rclate 


them. 


THE Books that firſt made me in 
love with Reading, was the Pigrim's-Pro- 
. greſs:. and another of the ſame Author's, 
that lay about in the Houle : which in the 
pleaſing Alluſions recommended Serioul- 
neſs, and Religion in a way very ſuita- 

E 4 | ble 
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ble to my Underſtanding, and Apprehen- 
ſion at that time. | 


TT pleagd God of his own Rich, and 
Sovereign Grace, by theſe things as Means; 
and the Operations of his Regenerating 
Spirit, as the great Cauſe, and Agent, to 
convince me of my fallen State; and ro 
diſpoſe me to a very great Thovghttul-eſs, 
and Concern what 1 {ſhould do to be ſav'd. 
Whatever I read, or heard any way point- 
ing to what I apprehe:ded my Caſe, I 
apply d to my felt ; and loul* upon eve- 


ry Word as directed to me. I hearken'd 


to the voice ofa Miniſter, as the Voice of 
God; whole Pre ſence and Concurrence I 
Was convinced of, in the ſuiting things 
diſcours'd of, exattly to my Condition. 
This would at for et es excite ſuch a 
Sorrow {or my Sin*. made me burſt out 
into Tears, and mm mavy a Reſolution 
to forſake my e ways; tho? alaſs! theſe 
Impreſſions were frequently but ſhort in 
their Continuancæ. 


M Concern to conceal theſe things 
from the notice of others, has ſometimes 
driven me into the Fields, where under 
ſome Tree or Hedge, as I thought out 


of 
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of the way, and reach of Obſervance, I 
would ſpread my Miſerable Caſe betore 
the Great God; begging of him to direc 
me what I ſhould do. Theſe happy 
Moods would prevayl a day or two-toge- 
ther, but ſeldom longer before they wore 
off again. 0 WE 


M Conſtant and Cloſe Attendance at 
School ar that time, made me too intent 
vpon my Diverſions when at Liberty: and 
ſo much was I taken up with thoſe tri- 
fliog Pleaſures I then ſer my Mind upon, 
as ſcarcely to allow my ſelf time toEat and 
Drink, much leſs to think of my Soul, 
God, or Eternity. In a careleſs condition 
T ſometimes continued a Month, or more, 
until it pleaſed God by ſome ſeaſonable af- 
fecting Sermon, to revive my former Senſe; 
and awake me into a freih rhoughtiulneſs 
of the Danger I was in. Thea would 
J grieve, and humble my felt for my for- 
gerfulneſs of God, and my own Purpoſes. 
The Senſe of little Sins lay heavy on my 
Conſcience ; ſuch as Lying, Petty Oaths, 
and the like; which were indeed the 
worſt, and groſſeſt Sins that ever I had 


been guilty of. 


THUS 
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THUS variable and unſettled, I 
liv'd for ſeveral Years together; ſometimes 
under great Conviction ; and at other 
times without any at all: Ar one time I 
would break looſe from all my Compani- 
ons, and ſet my ſelf to Prayer; importu- 
nately deſiring that God would teach me 
my Duty, and what I muſt do to become 
a Child of his. At another time I would 
think I had done enough; that I might 
reſt ſatisfied all was well with me, and 
that I was Converted already: Upon 
which I have been tempted to throw off 
my Concern about the work of my Salva \ 
tion, and to conclude that I was ſaſe, and 
really in a ſtate of Reconciliation withGod. 

* | 

BUT I was ſoon ſenſible, that this 
was owing to the Devil's Suggeſtions ; 
and all I had yet gone through was only 
the Beginnings of what was neceſſary to 
true Converſion; and but a drawing on 
of the Pangs of the new Birth. 


FOR after all this (as it pleaſed God 
to order it in Mercy to my Soul) one Day 
when all our Family was gone out, and 


left in the Houſe by my ſelf; I far 
down 


(59) 


down to the Reading of ſome good Book 
(the Title of which has now ſlipt my Me- 
mory) when all ona ſudden, as if I had 
heard the voice of God ſpeaking to me, I 
had a moſt awful and dreadful Repre- 
fentation of my unregenerate State : of my 
Vileneſs and Sinfulneſs : and of the Judg- 
ments I ſtood expoſed to: apprehending, 
that the Juſtice of an offended God was 
ready to ſeize me. I durſt not look up- 
wards, for there I thought I ſaw an im- 
partial Judge, and an incenſed Majeſty : 
whoſe Purity and Holineſs ; whoſe Great- 
neſs and Terrors almoſt ſunk me into De- 
ſpair. If I looked downwards I ſaw the 
Gates of Hell open to receive me ; and 
I thought my ſelf juſt ready to fall into it 
every moment: I ſaw my ſelf upon the 
Brink of Eternity ; and that an Eternity 
of Wo and Miſery. 


THEN I could not forbear admi- 
ring the Patience and Long-ſuffering of 
God, which had ſpared me ſo long, who 
had deſerved Death a thouſand times over. 
How did I preſently loath and abhor my 
ſelf for all my paſt Sins and Follies? 
Deeply ſenſible of my Original Pollution 
and Defilement ; and that Evil 1 2 

| | orn 
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born into the World with. I was almoſt 
Heart-broke with the Thoughts of my 
Rebellion againſt God, and of my offend- 
ing the belt of Beings. How did it 
pierce- my Heart to think of my abuſing 
his Kindneſs, and deſpiſing his Love; in 
nor hearkning to his repeated Invitations 
and Calls of Mercy? I then thought my ſelf 
one of the vileſt Creatures on Earth, and 
could compare my ſelf to nothing more 
fitly than the Devils, and Damn'd Spirits 
in Hell. And now in the midſt of ſuch 
diſmal Apprehenſions as theſe, I ſaw no- 
thing in the whole World that could help. 


or comfort me. 


O HOW I catch'd at the Name of 
Jeſus; in whom I faw an All-ſufficient 
fulneſs to ſupply my wants: An Ability to 
anſwer all my Delires ; and a Power to 
waſh, and take away all my Sins! In his 
Blood, and his Righteouſneſs I believed, 
and hoped there was room for Acceptance 
with that God, who hates all the Wor- 
kers of Iniquity : Therefore Heartily and 
Sincerely J apply*d my ſelf to the Throne 
of Grace, without delay, in ſuch earneſt 


Breathings as theſe, 
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«O LORD! I am a very vile, mis 
& ſerable Wretch; a poor undone, de- 
« filed, polluted Sinful Creature. I am 
* but Duſt and Aſhes; who derived my 
&* Exiſtence from Thee at firſt: Thou 
« gaveſt me that Life and Being I enjoy; 
and from thee I drew my firſt Breath. 
* by thy great Power and Goodneſs I 
« have 4. preſerved, and continued in 
4 Being ever ſince I was formed, and ſent 
« into the World. Lord! how ill have 
I anſwer'd, or rather how have I acted 

* contrary to, the great End and Deſign 
of my Creation? Inſtead of Honouring 
« thee, I have been doing all I could to 
< Injure, and Diſhonour thy Sacred Ma- 
ce jeſty ; to excite thy Wrath, and incur 
thy ſevere Diſpleaſure. I have drunk, 
<« in Iniquity like Water; and with ſuch 
“ Eagerneſs and Inſatiableneſs, have been 
6 Tndulging to my vain corrupt Inclina- 
« tions; Thar, I confeſs, I am not wor- 
thy, nor fit to live in thy Sight. 


« THOU mighteſt juſtly have ſunk 
* me long ago into that Lake of Fire and 
« Brimſtone which never can bequench A 
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« It is of thy wonderful Mercy, that I 


cc 
( 
cc 


« am not conſumed, and caſt into Hell; 


there to ſpend an Eternity in Endleſs 
and Unſufferable Tortures; ſuch as 
the Devils, and Damned Spirits are 


« continually roaring under. O Lord, I 


cc 
cc 


acknowledge I have Sinned againſt 
Heaven, and in thy ſight, and am nor 


worthy to be called thy Son; no nor 


to take upon me the Name of a Servant: 
Againſt thee, thee only have I Sinned, 
and committed ſuch abominable 
Wickedneſs. But Lord! What ſhall 


1 do, whither ſhall I go, if not to 


the Throne of thy Grace? None elſe . 
can help, or relieve me but thy ſelf; 


thou only haſt the Words of Eternal 


Life. I therefore humbly proſtrate 
my ſelf before thee, reſolved, if I do 
periſh, to periſh in this Poſture; and 
if I Die, it ſhall beat thy Feet. I am, 
O God, I again confeſs, a polluted, 
loathſome Creature: Odious and de- 

teſtable in thy ſight, moſt hateful and 


abominable in the Eyes of thy Purity 


and Holineſs: But is there not a Foun- 


tain of Mercy opened in Jefus Chriſt 


to cleanſe, and purify ſuch Sinners, as I 
am, from all Filth and Uncleanneſs? 
| | * Waſh 
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Waſh me in this, and I ſhall be clean; 
purge thou me, and I ſhall be whiter 
than Snow. Have Mercy upon me, 0 
Lord, have Mercy upon me for thy 


Names fake ; ior thy Goodneſs ſake ; 


for thy Son's fake, who died for the 
chiefand greateſt of Offenders. I could 
never think of coming to thee in my 
own filthy Garments ;, but if I may be 
cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of thy 
Son, then I will hope for thy Favour. 
O let that precious Blood which he ſhed 
to atone for, and take away Sin, plead 
for my Pardon. Thou haſt command- 
ed us to come unto thee; and haſt 
promiſed, that they who do fo, thou 
wilt in no wiſecaft out: I now come 
with greateſt Humility to Plead thine 
own Promiſe ; and wilt thou caſt off a 
poor returning Penitent ? 


« SENSIBLE of my great Folly and 


Wickedneſs, I acknowledge I have 
been a Prodigal, and a Run-away from 
thee my Father ; have forſaken thee 
the Fountain of Living Water, and 
have been hewing out unto my felf 
broken Ciſterns, that can hold no Wa- 
ter. Thave turn'd away from thee my 


A 
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te beſt BenefaCtor ; have been abuſing thy 
% Patience, Goodneſs, and Long ſuffer- 
*ing, which ſhould have led me to Re- 
c pentance. And now, when I come to 
cry to thee, thou mighteſt juſtly baniſh 
«© me out of thy Sight and Preſence. I 
« am not worthy to breath in thy Air, 
& much leſs to ſeek for thy Favour : What 
no call Hell, and whatever I am capable 
« of thinting of that place in this World, and 
ee under my preſent Convictions, I may ſay 
js too good for me; ſo deep is the Senſe 
ce that 1 have of my Sins, and the deſert of 


„ %. 


«BU T yet moſt Gracious God ! Is 
© there not Mercy with thee, and plen- 
*teous Redemption, to Encourage my 

« fincere Repentance ? Is there not infi- 
„ nite Merit in the Blood of thy Son? O 
«* do thou magnity th: Riches of thy 
Grace in Chriit ſeſus; in healing, par- 
& doning, ſaving my wounded, condemn- 
& ed, diſtreſſed Soul! Spare me, O God! 
And try me a little longer; and I here 
« ſolemnly promiſe to abandon every 
“Evil courſe and way. I will love thee 
above ercry thing here on Earth: I 
will ſerve thee with all my sten 
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and Might. I will take thee for my Lord 
and Sovereign; ſubmit to thee as my 
Governor, Ruler and Guide. If I had 
ten thouſand Worlds I'd leave 'em all 
for thee ; or Sacrifice all to thee. 


*«* BLESSED Lord! Pardon, Pardon 
my miſerable Sinful Soul. Deny me not 
an Intereſt in Chriſt, whatever thou 


denieſt me; turn me not away in an 


unreconcil'd ſtate out of thy Preſence; 
but in, and thro' a Mediator have Com- 
paſſion on me. Here I am upon the 
bended Knees of my Soul, humbly, and 
{orrowfully pouring out my Complaint 
before thee : Shall not thy Ear be open 
to my Cry? Wilt thou ſend me away 
empty, O thou that haſt all Fulneſs in 
thy ſelf? I do not beg in a careleſs and 
indifferent manner, as for a thing of no 
value; but as for my Lite, and the Life 
of my Precious Immortal Soul. Deny 
me not my Requelt ; deny me not, O 
my God I molt heartily, andearneſtly 
entreat thee. 


THUS did I continue conſeſſing my 


Sins, and mourning over 'em: Tears 


F flowing 
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flowing from mine Eyes, as faſt as Words 


from my Mouth: and my trembling, 


pariting Heart ready to burſt with Sighs 
and Groans ; imploring a Pardon; plead- 
ing every promiſe I could lay hold on; 
and heartily reſolving Amendment of my 
Life for the future: till at laſt it pleaſed 
God to compoſe, and ſettle my Thoughts ; 
to ſpeak comfortably to my Soul ; and to 
afford me ſome ground of hope that he 
would accept of me: tho'I had not fo 
full, and clear a ſatisfaction in this Caſe 
as I defired. For ſeveral days together, 
at times, would I be upon my Kaees, 
begging for Mercy and Salvation ; Weep- 
ing and Sorrowing all the while. Now 
Reading my Bible, or other Religious 
Books; then Praying and ſpreading my 
Caſe before God. 


NEVER ſure ſhall I forget how I 
uſed to run vp into a Garret; and value 
any place where I might be ſecret and re- 
tired; to fall down before God, and to 
beg that direction which was neceſſary 
to the perfecting the Work begun in me, 
and the eſtabliſhing my Hope and Com- 
fort : T open'd my Bible with Eyes lift up 
to Heaven, praying I might meet with 

! {ome 
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{ome Paſlage in Scripture that might give 
eaſe and peace to my Mind, I had no 
ſooner open'd it, but the firſt place I turn'd 
to, was the LIII. Ch. of 1/aiah. I read it 
throughout, very much affected, and pou- 
ring out a freſh Flood of Tears, when I 
looked upon it as the account of what 
my Saviour underwent for my ſake ; be- 
ou all hat was Propheſied, and ſpoken 
of him. 


W HO hath believed our Report ? And 
to whom is the Arm of the Lord Revealed ? 
For he ſhall grow up before him as a tender 
Plant, and as a Root out of 4 ary Ground: 
He bath no form nor Comelineſs ; and when 
we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that we 
(howld deſire him. He is deſpiſed and rejected 
of Men, 4 Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with Grief : and we hid as it mere our Faces 
from him; he was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed 
him not. Surely he hath born our Griefs, and 
carried our Sorrows ; yet we did efteem him 
ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and aſſlicted. But 
He was wounded jor our Tranſgreſſions ; He 
was bruiſed for our Iniquities: The Chaſtiſe- 
ment of our Peace was upon him, and with his 
Stripes we are healed, &c. 
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O HOW did my Heart diſſolve, and 
melt at the Reading of theſe Words! I 
read *em over, and over again; Medita- 
ting on them, and wondring; till not be- 
ing able to contain my Thoughts any 
longer, I broke out into ſuch Expreſſions 
as theſe. Lord! What manner of Love 
is this that thou ſhould'ſt ſo regard poor 
Sinners, as to be wounded for their 
Tranſgreffions, and Die for their Sins. 
a. deareſt Saviour! Didft thou lay don 
tl. r me? One that could profit thee 
nothing at all: Yea, one that has deſpiſed 
thy Grace and Love, 


"WHEN I come to make the Appli- 
cation of thy Death and Sufferings to my 
own particular Caſe; I am filled with 
aſtoniſhment at thy Goodneſs, and my 
own Vileneſs. I could wiſh that my Head 
was Water ; and my Eyes as Fountains 
of Tears, that I might weep day and 
night for my ungrateful, diſingenuous 
Carriage towards thee. Was thy Side and 
Heart pierced for my ſake ? Thy Bleſſed 
Hands nailed to a Curſed Tree? Thy Sa- 

cred Temples encircled with a Crown of 
| Thorns; that ſuch a Wretchas [ am may 

* Ks 
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. 
be Crown'd with Everlaſting Glory? O 
adorable Love! and for Ever to he adored; 


that has thus been maniſeſted ro a Sintul 


World. Lord! 1 can never enough la- 


ment my Sinfulnels, or ſuſficiently expreſs 
my hatred of thoſe Iniquities which 
were the cauſe of theſe thy Sufferings : 
Never, never, will I again look with a 
liking upon that which has ſhed thy moſt 
precious Blood. 


THUS was I overcome with the 
Senſe of my Saviour's Kindneſs and Love; 


his Death and Sufferings; and lay weep- 


ing bitterly at the foot of his Croſs ; ſtill 
continuing to read in the place above 
quoted. When I camo the LIV. Chap» 
ter of that Prophecy; I laid hold on all qe 


Bleſſed Promiſes there recorded, as made 
to me: and as ſpeaking directly to my 


Condition and Circumſtances. S7, O 
barren, thou that didit not bear; break forth 
into Singing, &c. Fear not thou, for thou 


ſhalt not be aſhamed ; neither be thou Con- 
founded, for thou ſhalt not be put to Shame: 


Thou ſhalt forget the Shame of thy Touth, &c. 
Here beyond Expreſſion a Senſe of the 
Love of God reviv'd, and comforted my 


Soul in the Reading of thoſe Words, For 


„„ 


| 
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thy Maker is thine Husband, the Lord of 


Hoſts is his Name: and thy Redeemer the 
Holy one of Iſrael, the God of the whole Earth 
ſhall he be called. For a {mall moment have 
1 forfaken thee, but with great Mercies will 
I gather thee. In a little Wrath I hid my 
Face from thee for a moment, but with Ever- 
laſtine Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee, 
ſatth the Lord thy Redeemer. The Mountains 
(hall depart, and the Hills be removed; but 
my Mindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, ſaith 
the Lord that hath Mercy on thee. Oh thou 
afflicted, toſſed with Tempeſt, and not Cum- 
forted, behold I will lay thy Stones with fair 
Colours, and lay thy Foundations with Sap- 
Phires, &c. * 
| 2 


WHAT a powerful Joy ſpread o- 
ver my Mind, upon the ſuiting theſe Pro- 
miles to my own Condition, and apply- 
ing them to the Caſe of my Soul f I 
thought myſelf one of thoſe, to whom in 
a Spiritual Senſe they belong'd ; and while 
i could look upon my ſelf as ſuch a one I 
was greatly elevated and pleafed ; but fo 
Mort and broken were my times of Con- 
ſolation, that on a ſudden all my Joys 
and Hopes would be turn'd into Diſtruſt 
and Fears: and under the moſt Melan- 

choly 
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choly Apprehenſions I was ready to con- 
clude that I was yet in the Gall of Bit- 
terneſs, and Bond of Iniquity. Thus I 
continued ſeveral days; ſometimes full of 
Hope, at others ready to ſink with Fear. 
One time when I was extremely dejected, 
T went into my Father's Study, to look 
into ſome of his Books ; and happily met 
with Baxter's Call to the Unconverted : In 
which, ger. | the Text: infilted on, I 
went away with a great deal of Encou- 
ragemeat, Say unto them, as I live ſaith the 
Lord God, I have wo pleaſure in the Death 
of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from 
his way, aud live: Turn ye, turn je from 
your Evil mays; for why will ye die, C Houle 
of Iſrael? Ezek. XXXIII. II. 


AT another time when I was got into 

a Room by myſelf, earneſtly begging of 
God to teach me my Duty, and to thew me 
my State; I heard my Father underneath 
me; and reſolved with my ſelf to goto 
him, and ask him what I ſhould do to be 
ſaved; deſigning to give him an account of 
all that had paſs d. Iwent down ſoftly to his 
very Door; but had not boldneſs enough 
to venture in (for I was always afraid of 
diſcovering things of * Nature) I ſtood 
7 4 at 
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at the Door for ſometime, but, at length, 
returned up again, without letting him 
know any thing of the matter (/ he De- 
wil often makes as conceal our Caſe, when the 
Diſcovery of it would be for our createſt Aa- 
vantage). I promiſed, and reſolved, that 
if God would but give me ſome Token of 
his Acceptance of what | had already been 
doing, I would for the future give up my 
ſelf intirely to him. Till I had obtain'd 
ſome ſatisfaction in this Caſe, I purpoſed 
to continue earneſt and importunate in 
Prayer, and never to omit it when I had 
opportunity. This made me when I could 
not get time for ſet Prayers, to abound in 
Pious Ejaculations ; and with the Pſal- 
miſt often cry, M/hom have I in Heaven, O 
Lord ! but thee? And there is none up- 
on Earth, that I deſire beſides thee. Oh 
come Lord Jeſus; come Bleſſed Spirit, 


9 up thine abode in my Soul; and the 
like. | EDT, | 


ALL the while I was very deſirous to 
know how I might be ſure of my Salvati- 
on, and that my Peace was made with 
God. But 251 begg'd for the Comfort of 
knowing I was in a ſafe State, my own 
Thoughts preſently reply*d, that I minded 

f | my 
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my Diverſions more than my Duty to 
God; that I had too great a Love for the 
Vanities of this World; too much heark- 
en'd to the Enticements, and Temptati- 
ons of the Devil: that I hurry'd over my 
Devotion for the ſake of Triſſes: I there- 
fore immediately reſolv*d to amend in all 
this; and this Reſolutien 1 determin'd to 
proceed upon, 7 hat whatever hwaerd my 
ſerving of God, I would forſake it, and have 
20 more to do with it. | 


IN a very unſettled, doubting Condition 

I remain'd for ſeveral Weeks, not know- 
ing what to think of my ſelf; till at length 
my Father going to Preach at Chipping nor- 
ton, and taking me along with him, to my 
Uncle Diſton's; when publick Worſhip 
was concluded, 1n the Evening a Sermon 
was read in my Uncle's Family, upon this 
Text; He is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all 
thoſe that come unto God by him; ſeeing bz 
ever liveth to make Interceſſion for us, Heb, 
vii. 25. This fill'd me with a ſudden, and 
ſurprizing Joy; and ſuch as had like to 
have ſorcd me to break out aloud ; M/hat 
{ball I render to the Lord for all his Benefits? 
Bleſſed be that God, who in great Mercy 
Has heard my Prayer, and my Supplicati- 
| ons, 
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14) 
ons. I will now love thee, and ferve 
thee all the Days of my Life, O God ! the 
God of my Salvation. Then I found the 
Spirit of God witneſſing with my Spirit, that 


F was 4 Child of God, enabling me to live, 


and act in another manner than before I 
had done. 


IT'S impoſſible for me to expreſs, or 
again to conceive of the Tranſports of my 
Soul : when I did not only believe, bur 
was ſo aſſur'd, as that the whole World 
could not perſuade me to the contrary 
That I was now united to Chriſt; an 
become an Heir of Glory. I no longer 
donbted of his Favour, or his becoming 
my Saviour, and Lord. 


THUS I that was a Captive of the De- 
vil, anda Child of Wrath, was brought 
iato the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God. I that before was Loathſome and 
Abominable in the fight of him, who is 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity; 
now could look upon my ſelf as the Object 
of his Complacency, and Delight. I that 
before durſt not look up to God, but with 
Horror; thought of him as an Impartial 
Judge taking Vengeance on the Ungodly ; 
7255 now 
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now could behold him as a Tender, Re- 
conciPd Father. | 


O HOW did my Heart burn with Love 
to this God that had ſo loved me; and 
wrought ſo bleſſed a Change in my Mind, 
my Inclinations, my Purpoſes, and De- 
ſigns? I was no longer terrify'd at the 
Threatnings denounc'd againſt the Wick- 
ed, and Impenitent: I could read my Ti- 
tle to the Kingdom of Heaven in the Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel; and did not any more 
doubt of n Intercſt in all that belong'd to 
the Regenerate, and Righteous, thro? the 
Merits of my Dear Redeemer. | 


HERE I begun my Songs of Praiſe; 
aſcribing all Glory to the Spirit of God, 
who by ſuch means, and in ſuch a man- 
ner, had brought about my Converſion ; 
and had reſcu'd me from the ſlavery of Sin 
and Satan. Bleſſed, yea Bleſſed, and for 
ever Ador'd be thy Name, moſt Gracious 
God! who hadſt pity on ſuch a poor 
WormasIam. I would attempt to praife 
; thee now as well asI can; but Eternity 
_  iefelf will be little enough to ſpend in the 
rapturous Contemplations of thy condeſ- 
cending Grace, and Goodneſs; and in 

. ſinging 
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ſinging Hallelujah's for this diſtinguiſhing 
Love in making me a Monument of thy 
pardoning Mercy. Thus far I went, as 
near as I can remember, when I was about 
Twelve Tears Old. 


'TOW to proceed to my Aſter- behavi- 
dur, and the Obſervations made ſince 
that Seaſon. I remain'd ſerene, and quiet 
in my Mind for ſometime, but O the Cun- 
ning, and Subtilty of our grand Adverſa- 
ry! Who goes about continually ſeeking 
whom he may diſturb, as well as whom 
he may devour. I had not long enjoy'd 
the Comfort of my State, before the De vil 
found an Opportunity to offer ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe ; which I fooliſhly, and 
to my great Diladvantage hearken'd to. 
Thou art now Converted, and lodg' d under the 
Protection of an Almighty Saviour: He will 
nom watch over thee, live as thou wilt; and 
will preſerve thee from all the Powers of Hell, 
{6 as that thou ſhalt never be ſnateh d out of his 
Hand. Thou neeae(t not fear falling away; 1 
Chriſt will take care that none of his Elect 1 
miſcarry: Thou art one of them, and there= \, 
fore needeſt not be any further concern'd about | 
thy Salvation; this is what (hall undoubtealy 


be ſecur d. 
WIIH 


E397 7 


WITH ſuch and the like Perſuaſions, ſo 
Skilfully ſuited to my Temper, and Incli- 
nations at that Juncture; I was ſo poſſeſs'd, 
and over rul'd as (to my great Sorrow) 
to grow negligent in Duty; and very 
careleſs in the Service of God : Nay, as if - 
I had now done with Religion, I thought 
there was not {o much occaſion or need 
for any of thoſe Prayers, and Tears; of 
that Watchfulneſs, and Carefulneſs in my 
ways as there was before. And while I 
 liv'd under the Influence of ſuch Temp- 
_ tations as theſe, I Wonder'd to hear Chri- 
ſtians complaining of the Difficulty of a 
Religious Life : In which I ſaw nothing 
but what was ſmooth and eaſy. 


BUT afterwards I was convinc'd of 
my Sin in hearkning to theſe DeviliſhSug- 
geſtions: when I found upon my neglect 
of ſerious fervent Prayer, and an unguar- 
ded Behaviour, that a ſenſe of Divine Fa- 
vour was withdrawn; and very much of 
the Happineſs, and Pleaſure of my Condi» 
tion abated and loſt. I therefore applied 
my {elf in a moſt humble manner to the 
Throne of Grace, begging of God, that he 
would make known to me my Errors ; 

an 
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and ſhew me wherein J had done amiſs: 
promiſing, and reſolving thro? his Grace, 
that I would do ſo no more. | 


UPON this I was {truck with a very 
great Concern for my giving way to the 
afore-mention*'d Deluſions; and was made 
throughly ſenſible that I was not fo far 
out of the reach of the Devil, as to be out 
of danger; or to be above the Influence 
and Power of his Temptations. For tho? 
he ſhould not be able to draw me totally, 
and wholly away from Chriſt, and the 
Salvation he has purchas'd for me; yet by 
complying with his Suggeſtions, 1 offend- 

ed my God, and provok'd him to lefſen 
and withdraw che Manifeſtations of his 
Love: And 1 found that if I did not keep 
cloſe to him in the way of Duty, he 
would not draw nigh to me ina way 
Conlolation. Then I ſaw that I ſhould 
ſoon become a Prey to my watchful Ene- 
my, if left to my ſelf. Therefore till! 
had truly, and ſincerely hambled my ſelf © 
for that Sin, I could not regain my for- 
mer Comforts. Here I learn'd from my 
own Experience, that all my Care, and 
Endeavours; all my Watchfulneſs, and 
Striving, would be little enough, with 
| Divine 
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Divine Grace, and Aſſiſtances to keep nt 
from falling. Nor could I expect, or de- 
pend upon the Aids, and Aſſiſtances of 
God, if I did not continue importunate- 
ly to requeſt 'em, and ſeek for them. 


THE Truth of theſe things the great 
God is a Witneſs to; whoſe dealings 
with me I have fairhfully, but cannot now 
fully give an account of. I am Conſcious 
I have omitted a great deal that might ) 
have been worthy of recording, thro? my 
forgetfulneſs: Never deſigning to com- 
mit ry of this nature to Writing 
„till of late, Nor would I do it now in 
Oſtentation, or as one that thinks I have 
p any Cauſe to boaſt ; but in the deepeſt 
5 Humility and felt Abaſement. It is not 
5 owing to my ſelf that I am what Iam ; 
J tis wholly to be aſcrib'd to the free Grace 
of God: who will have Mercy, on whom 
he will have Mercy. O Lord! thou 
ſawelt nothing in me mare than in others, 
for the ſake of which thou ſhouldſt ſet thy 
Cove upon me. If ſome had been bleſſed 
withthe Advantages that I have had, they 
would have improv'd them much better 
than I have done. Adored be thy Name, 
that thou haſt choſen me as a Veſſel oj 
Mercy, 
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4 Fercy, and made me a Monument of thy 
ſtoniſhing Grace and Goodneſs. 


; "I OW to what has been related, I 
2 would further Add the following 
general Experiences and Obſervations. | 


I HAVE always found that God is 
4 Faithful to his Word in fulfilling all the 
' Promiſes on which I have hoped from 
time to time. That the ways of Holineſs 
are indeed ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
its Paths Peace. 


THE miore I know of God, the bet- 
ter I love him; and I every day encreaſe 
and enlarge my Admiration of his Wiſ- 
dom and Kindneſs in my firſt Converſi- 
on, and in healing my after Backſlidings; 
and in making me return to him, and my 
Duty, when at any time J am ſtraying and 
wandering from him. | 


WHEN T have for a ſeaſon been under 
Dejection and Darkneſs; my Hopes clou- 
ded, and my Comfort decaying and aba- 
ting; I can, and muſt ſay ?tis all owing 
to my ſelf; and not to my God; and 

ought 


ny 
ought to be charged upon my departing 
and turning aſide from him, not his lea- 


ving of me. The blame is wholly to be 
laid at my own door, that I findno greater 


pleaſure in the Ways and Service of God 


than I do. 


I CAN truly ſay I haye Cauſe to 
thank God for Afflictions as well as Mer- 
cies. This I have daily confirmations of 
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the truth of, that Croſſes, Diſappoint= 


ments and Uneaſineſſes in the World, tend 
to the bettering of my Soul; and to put 
me upon a cloſer walking with God; and 
a more ſerious careful diſcharging my 
Duty. O Lord, whither fhould I have 
been got e're this time, if all things had 
gone as I would have had them ? 5 


BLESSED be God he beſtows 
many Mercies upon me; a thouſand times 


more than I deſerve: And, I am per- 


ſuaded if I could improve them; and it 


were beſt for me; I ſhould have all thar 


I defrre, 


As I grow up into the World, and 


find Temptations ſtronger, and ſtronger 


both within, and without; ſo I find the 
Ct Grace, 


(82) 


Grace, and Aſſiſtances of God propor- 
tionably encreaſing. As my Day is, my 
Strength is alſo. 


EVERY Day opens a freſh Scene of 
God's Goodneſs and Wiſdom in the diſ- 
penſations of Providence. In all, I can 
ſay, that I have really ſeen em work to- 

gether for my Good. 


I HAVE often met with Anſwers to 
Prayer : I never call upon God Sincerely 
and Earneſtly, and as I ought to do, but 
he grants my Petition; if it is beſt for 
me. And I am fully fatisfy'd he never 
denies me any Worldly Benefit, or Ad- 


vantage; but when it is a Mer to do 
ſo. 


IT has always been my greateſt 
Sorrow and Trouble, that 1 could 
walk no more ſteddily in the ways 
of God: That I am not more Holy and 
Heavenly: more Exemplary and Inſtru- 


ctive to others, in my Life and Converſa- 
tion. 10 | 
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II is, O Lord! by thy Grace that 1 
am what I am: it is by that Grace J have 
been preſerv'd hithecto; and my Depen- 
dance is only, and entirely upon Thee, 
for further ſtrengthning, and preſerving 
Grace. Grant me the Guidance; Directi- 
on, and Aſſiſtances of thy Bleſſed Spirit, to 
enable me to reſiſt all Satan's Temptations: 
to preſerve me from falling for the time 
to come: and to enable me to finiſh my 
Courſe with Joy, and Triumph. 


BY thy Grace I hope to be ſav'd at laſt, 
thro' the Merits, and Mediation of my 
Lord, and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. In his 
Righteouſneſs I deſire ro appear before 
thee. In him alone J deſire to be found, 

and hope for Acceptance, and Glory in 
— World _ N place my De- 

ance wholly upon Thee; repoſe m 
Confidence, and Truſt in Thee; and al 
my Expectation is from Thee, both 
in this World, and that which is to 
come. 


O NEVER, never leave me, nor 
forſake me! but let me have thy encour- 
aging protecting Preſence, while on Earth; 
and whenever thou ſhalt ſee meet to call 

me 


with the Lord: Where I ſhall. ſpend. a 
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E 
me hence, may 1 be admitted into thine 
immediate Beatifying Preſence in Hen 
ven: and to the bliſsful Fruition of thy 
ſelf for ever. Grant that I may fo live 
now, as that when the Sound of the laſt 


ſhalſ ſee my Lord coming in the Clouds 
of HeIVer; I may be amongſt the num- 
ber of thoſe that ſhall go forth with Joy 
to meet him: #nd*fo may be for ever 


18 ſhall raiſe the Dead; and when 


whole Eternity, with the Company of the 
Glorify'd Saints þ perpetual Raptures and 


Extaſies: Singi ud Anthems of Praife' 
and Adoration tF thee for thy Redeeming 
Love and Mercy; thy unparallelbd un- 
ſpeakable Grace and Goodneſs to loſt uns 
done Sinners. 2 e 


To God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
be A Honour aud Glory for ever and 
Der. Amen. # © $55 os Mb; . 
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